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DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANCE STAFF REPORT 
  
Site:     7 Central Street  
Case:      HPC 2019.057 
Applicant Name:   Hellenic Association of Somerville 
Date of Application:   August 12, 2019 
Recommendation: Significant  
Hearing Date:    September 17, 2019 
 
 

 
I. Historical Association  

Historical Context: See Attached Form B. 

Evolution of Site: See Attached Form B. 

Architectural Description:  See Attached Form B. 

Summary: See Attached Form B. 
 

Findings on Historical Association 

For a Determination of Significance, the subject 
building must be found either (a) importantly associated 
with people, events or history or (b) historically or 
architecturally significant (Ordinance 2003-05, Section 
2.17.B). Findings for (b) are at the end of the next 
section. 

(a)  In accordance with the historic information obtained 
from Findings on Historical Association, which utilizes 
historic maps/atlases, City reports and directories, and building permit research, and through an 
examination of resources that document the history of the City, such as Somerville Past and 
Present, Staff find 7 Central Street to be importantly associated with one or more historic persons 
or events, or with the broad architectural, cultural, political, economic or social history of the City 
or the Commonwealth.   

The subject building is found importantly associated with the Stone family and the broad 
architectural, cultural, economic and social history of the City for the reasons noted in the Form 
B. 
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II. Historical and Architectural Significance 

The findings for historical and/or architectural significance of a historic property address the 
period, style, method of building construction and association with a reputed architect or builder 
of the subject property, either by itself of in the context of a group of buildings of structures 
(Ordinance 2003-05, Section 2.17.B). 

The period of significance for the house at 7 Central Street begins circa 1870 with its construction 
and associations with the Stone family. It is architecturally a classic Italianate house typical of 
Somerville. 

Integrity 

The National Park Service identifies historic integrity as the ability of a property to convey 
significance. A property should possess sufficient integrity to convey, represent or contain the 
values and qualities for which it is judged significant; therefore, the following is an identification 
and evaluation of these qualities and alterations as they affect the ability of the subject property 
to convey significance.  

a. Location:  The building has not been moved. It is located at base of Spring Hill on 
Central Street, one of the major original rangeways. 

b. Design:  The building has a simple form with bracketed eaves, a decorative front entry 
porch and an angled bay on the right side of the building typical of its time frame. 

c. Materials:  The building is constructed of wood with vinyl siding, asphalt shingled roof 
and replacement windows. 

d. Alterations:  the siding, roofing material and windows have been replaced. 

Evaluation of Integrity:  Despite the alterations to the building, it still retains integrity of form 
and massing with many of the original details intact.  

Findings for Historical and Architectural Significance 

For a Determination of Significance, the subject building must be found either (a) importantly 
associated with people, events or history or (b) historically or architecturally significant 
(Ordinance 2003-05, Section 2.17.B). Findings for (a) can be found at the end of the previous 
section.  

(b)  In accordance with the Finding on Historical and Architectural Significance, which 
addresses period, style, method of building construction, and association with a reputed architect 
or builder, either by itself or in the context of a group of buildings or structures, as well as 
integrity, which assess the ability of the property to convey significance, Staff find 7 Central 
Street historically or architecturally significant.   

The subject building is found historically and architecturally significant due a good example 
of Italianate architecture. The house retains integrity of form and massing with many of the 
original details intact.  

 

III. Recommendation 

Recommendations are based upon an analysis by Historic Preservation Staff of the permit 
application and the required findings for the Demolition Review Ordinance, which requires 
archival and historical research, and an assessment of historical and architectural significance, 
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conducted prior to the public meeting for a Determination of Significance.  This report may be 
revised or updated with a new recommendation and/or findings based upon additional 
information provided to Staff or through further research. 

For a Determination of Significance, the structure must be either (A) listed on the National 
Register or (B) at least 50 years old. 

(A) The structure is NOT listed on or within an area listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, nor is the structure the subject of a pending application for listing on the National 
Register. 

According to the Form B prepared in 2005, the building is recommended as eligible for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places under to two categories: A & C. 

A. Association with the Stone family who settled in Somerville during the 18th century. 

C. Architecturally as a good example of a side hall plan, end gable Italianate house. 

      OR 

(B)  The structure, circa 1870, is at least 50 years old. 

AND 

For a Determination of Significance under (B), the subject building must be found either 
(a) importantly associated with people, events or history or (b) historically or 
architecturally significant.   

(a) In accordance with the Findings on Historical Association, which utilizes historic 
maps/atlases, City reports and directories, and building permit research, and through 
an examination of resources that document the history of the City, Staff recommend 
that the Historic Preservation Commission find 7 Central Street importantly 
associated with one or more historic persons or events, or with the broad 
architectural, cultural, political, economic or social history of the City or the 
Commonwealth.   

The house is closely associated with the Stone family, prominent in Somerville since the 18th century and 
with the broad architectural, cultural, political, economic or social history of the City 

      OR 

(b) In accordance with the Findings on Historical and Architectural Significance, which 
addresses period, style, method of building construction, and association with a 
reputed architect or builder, either by itself or in the context of a group of buildings 
or structures, as well as integrity, the ability to convey significance, Staff 
recommend that the Historic Preservation Commission find 7 Central Street 
historically and architecturally significant.   

7 Central Street is found historically and architecturally significant as a good example of Italianate 
architecture and serves as a gateway to the 19th century neighborhood of Spring Hill. It retains integrity of 
form and design. 
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FORM B . BUILDING

Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard

B oston, Massachusetts Cf2125

Assessorts number USGS Quad Form Number

sMV.11635A Hl 40 Boston -North

Area(s)

T
Town Somerville

Place (neighborhood or village) Spring Hill

Address 7 Cerrtral Süeet

Historic Name Jonathan Stone House

Use: present TwofaEily residence

Original Sinele-familv residence

Date of Construction e.1870-I873

Source Somerville Maps. Atlases and Citv Directories

Style/Form Italianate / L-shaped

Architect/Builder Undetermined

Exterior Material

Foundation Red brick

IVall ünyl

Roof Asphalt Shingles

Outbuildin gs/Secondary Str uctures N/A

Major Alterations (with dates) _Vinvl sidine replaced
c. 1970s. Orisinat front door

Condition Good

Moved tf yes r
Acreage 9,634 square feet

Recorded by klward'W. Gordon

Organization Som. Historic Preservation Comm.

Setting Situated on level ground at the base of Sprine Hill's

Date(monthldaylyear) 317105



BTIILDING FORM

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

BIBLIO GRAPIIY and/or REFERENCES

see continuation sheet

see continuationsheet

E]
Describe archítectural features. Evaluate the characterístics of thß buitding in terms of other buildings withín
the community.

Despite its modest scale-and replacement_fabric, 7 Central Street, serves as a gateway structure to the
architectural treasures bordering Central Street, between Atherton and Sumñter Stieets.
Architectu_rall¡ 7_ Central Street is a typ.ig1l, straight--forwa^rd example of a side hall plan, end gable
Italianate house that was built around 1870. The primary interest át ? Central Streei Heé in its-form
and sitin_g. If"tur an abrupt visrml transition is made from the commercial properties bordering
Somerville Avenue. t9-ttrg genteel Spring Hill neighborhood of mid-to-late ninetìenth century
residences. Indeedr. this ho-use'1_sit!ng so-close to a node of commercial buildings bordering'Somerville
Avenue might eventually place the housets existence in jeopardy.

Situated on a sizeable lot on level land at the southern base of Spring Hill, 7 Central Street overlooks a picket
fence-enclosed front y-Td. êqoss the street, to,the west is a grõup óf wooden end gable Queen Anne åour"r.
To the north is the parking lot for a commY-nip h"ulF cente¡.-Indeed, next door to 7 Cenù, on the south, is a
t":g"T one--stgry concrete commercial building and¡-elated asphalrpaved parking area. The generous dimensions
of the house's lot on its north yard help to visually offset the pãrkin! lot.

The trouse is composed of three stuctural goppopnts: the two-story, two-bay-by-two-bay main block, one story
north wing and two-story rear gll. -The main block rests on a brick basement án¿ is enclosed by a gablé roof witir
retumeaves, loj.-"lhg from-the hous-e's north wall is a one-story, one-bay-by two.bay integräl 

"it. 
froJ""ti"g-

from the main block's rear wall is another integral ell.

HISTORICAL NARRATM tr see continuatíon sheet

Qisçus1.the hßtory of tl,re.b.uilding. Explaín its associations with local (or state) history. Include uses of
the building and the role(s) the owneriloccupants played within the conununity.'

7 Central Street has s-ignifica_nt historical associations with Somerville's Stone family. The Stones
settled in Somerville during-the eigþteenth-century and conducted farming on their länd at the southern
base of fpti"S.YtJ! until as late as the 1870s. The late nineteenth century Stõnes of Central Street (the
brothers Nathaniel T. ani fonath?n) owned two eighteenth centurSr family homesteads in Somerville. One Stone
House was located on the east side of Stone Avenue atUnion Square. They owned this venerable dwelling until as
late as 1&74. Another nancient" Stone residencedating back to tñe 1700s was loc¿æd on SomervilleAvenue,
-ngar 

Cenral qfieet--jlstQ th" ¡guth 9f 7 Central Street. Before movìng to15 Central Street (SMV .llæ) in i869,
Nathaniel T. Sûone, a brother of Jonathan Stone of 7 Cental Street, üvú in the Somerville Aienue Stone
homestead (now the siæ of Dunkin Donuts, at the comer of Somerville Avenue and Cenfial Street).

Central Street was set out as early as.the1680s as one of ten north-to-south r:mgeways that divided Somerville's
land into one and one_quarter mile widelots. Central Steet remained unpavedúntil 

-tne 
mi¿ ninetee.lrth century.

By tlat time Ce¡tral Sfteet was bordered by the estates of the Brastow, Ñchols, Stone, Shute and Tvler familiäs.
Ample p-arcels Þloogog to these famjlies contained meandering driveways witn UnOscaped islandí and
commodious stables and otheroutbuildings. During the 1890s,-the story ôf the mid-Victorian era, Central Street
estates ended with their subdivision into smaller lots for Queen Anne, C-oloni¿ Revival and Shingie style residences.

Bromley, George, Atlases of the City of Somerville, 1895;1900.

P_*!*.t,Martin, Map of Somerville, 1852 lH..I W_4I$_Map of Charlestown, Somerville and Cambridge, 1g57.
Hopkins, G. M., Map of the Cityof Somerville, 1874f18&L
McAlester, Jirginia &.I.ee, Field Guide to American Houses, New York Alfred A. I(nopf, 1984.
Sammarco, Anthony M. Somerville,Images of America Series.
Samuels, Edward 4., Somerville Past & Present. Boston: Samuels & Kimball Company, 1897.
Somerville Clty Directories: 1869-70 to 1940; Somerville Assessor's Department batabase.
Zelke, Carole, Beyond the Neck: The Architecture and Development of Somerville, MA, I}BZ,lgm.

Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic places.
If checlæd, you must attach ø completed National Regíster Criteria Statement form.





INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Town:
Someryille, MA

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Area (s)
Office of the Secretary, Boston Spring Hill

Property Address:
7 Central Street

Form No:
sMV.1163

Indicate each item on inventory form, continuedbelow.

Á.r chitectural Description

A tholt f-light of wooden repl.acemg.nl steps and stair rails leads to late nineteenth century double doors with tall and
arched $]ass panes su¡mounting solid square panels. The front door is set off by verticá| and horizontal boards and
¡heltgred bV u-typidlyltalianate bracketed door hood. Sometimes called the Bi¿ckeæd Style, paired Italianate
brackets are also in evidence at the eaves of the burJ{ing. To the right of the front door is á sinþle standard size*i"{o*..å Pqr.of standard size windows are in evidence at the main facade's second story whie an arched attic
window illuminiates m- 

" 
u4". .Eyidently the application of vinyl siding resulæd in a loss oi trim elements, most

lotaþly tith$ the-realm of window surrounds. The south wail's notèworthy feature is its one-story polygonA Uuy
that is set back at the eastern end of this elevation.

Historical Narrative

{*o-tdioË to th9 1p74 Sgqerville {tlas, Nathaniel T. Stone owned '7 and 15 Central Street (SMv.1164)
Number 7 was built c, lWl-I973 for Nathaniel T. and/ or Jonathan Stone. Næhaniel T. Stonè was a farmer.
In 1874, he is listed ry.liu:$- ut ]'ly{j!q (Some_rvil_le Avenue) corner of Central" with his mother Mrs. Sarah Stone,
"widow of Nathaniel." Nathaniel T.'s son, (?) Jonathan Stone, "carriage maker" apparently lived at 7 Central
Streef as well. Inll74, Jonathan Stone is listed as a co-owner of 7 Central Street. Áþpareniy 15 Central Street
was apparently Nathaniel T. Stone's main house.

Py t-9Y, this prop,grty is listed underthe name of Jonathan Stone. By 1890, Frederick W. Stone is listed here,
in addition to Jonathan Stone. Frederick W. Stone was the treasurer õf the Somerville Savings Banh locatedaf34
.Uligo Square, the b¿nk was incorporated in 1885, and the president of the bank was Orrin I(áapp who lived a few
blocks to the east of the Stones on lower School Street. Friderick W. Stone and his wife Elizaö. Stone lived here
until at least the early 1930s. By 1940, Frederick E. Stone's daughter, Amy E. Stone is listed at this address.

Staple to inventory form at bottom
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Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Frederic W. Stone
Daily Boston Globe (1928-1960); Sep 20, 1939; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Boston Globe
pg. 17
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SOMERVILLE.
Boston Daily Globe (1872-1922); Jun 22, 1896; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Boston Globe
pg. 5
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